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Miura Chora
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miura Chora was a poet born in the eighteenth century who grew up in Shima province in Japan. Chora was raised by his mother after the death of his father during his childhood. Chora was home-schooled until his adulthood, He later continued with his studies where he became a successful Haikai master with a large number of students. “Chora . . . studied with disciples of Bakurin, a leader of a rural Bashō school” (Crowley). During the 1770s, he lived in Kyoto where he composed most of his work with his colleague Yosa Buson. He also worked with Wada Ranzan and Takai Kito to bring back the simplicity of poetry of Matsuo Basho. Later, Chora suffered from serious leukemia and passed on in 1780. 
First Haiku
Over my shoulder…
My friends who
Followed me were lost
In clouds of blossom
Extrapolation and Illustration
My friends who always followed me and worried about me were filled with happiness. The term over my shoulder refers to the idea of worrying about someone or the possibility that someone may cause harm to others. Clouds of blossom symbolize the fleeting nature of life evident among the friends of the author. The author collaborated with various poets such as Buson in writing his work. He states that his friends worried about the possibility of something bad happening to him. Upon his success in Haiku writing meant that his friends also benefited from it. Clouds of blossom symbolize flower that regenerates during the spring. Although the clouds of blossom tend to have a short lifetime, they make people happy before they start to fall. 
Chasei
He was a Japanese poet born during the seventeenth century. He became one of the best haikai poets and one of the disciples of Matsuo Basho. “Instead of following his father’s footsteps to become an Edo doctor, Chasei chose to be a professional haikai poet” (Crowley). Among other poems, he composed the different poems which lead to his breakthrough in haiku poetry. His master is known to have unfairly criticized his efforts in writing. Chasei’s writing was in respect to earlier haikai focusing on coarse subjects than his colleague Basho. He set the tone for haikai poetry until the late eighteenth century during his last days. 
Second Haiku
In my own village
I think there are 
More scarecrows left
Than other people
Extrapolation and Illustration
A scarecrow is an object that portrays the human figure, usually used to frighten birds. Basically, scarecrows are frightening but harmless. In this poem, the author states that his village consists of more frightening people than the important ones. To extrapolate on his quotes, Chasei uses the term scarecrow to explain the behavior of individuals in his village. According to the author, the people in his village inflict fear among the others without causing any harm. In addition, he refers to them as worthless since scarecrows cannot help anyone. The people in the village are not helpful and rarely care about the welfare of others. The only people who he can turn to during the time of need are few and he is definitely left alone.  
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